


e Jesus said: “My sheep listen to my voice; | know them, and they follow me. I give them
eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand” (John
10:27-28).

So, belief came to me through evidence + faith in the person of Jesus + an inner faith witness.
However, I do understand why a person might still say: Give me more. Why can’t God just give
me a revelation that I can’t help believing? Or, how about a miracle like those Jesus is said to
have done in the Bible? I wished for this myself even after my initial faith commitment.

Someone once told me that he wanted a combination of a revelation and a miracle like the Bible
describes for the Apostle Paul (Acts 9). However, consider two points about Paul’s experience.
One, he already believed in the right God (though Paul believed wrong things about that God).
Two, if you want Paul’s experience, be careful what you wish for. Read the Bible book of
Second Corinthians to think about all Paul went through after his dramatic calling.

God can give revelations and miracles to nonbelievers. However, this does not seem to be the
usual pattern. One reason is that it can force belief without a heart attitude that wants a
relationship with God. In fact, sometimes these experiences can harden a person further. John
12:27-30 describes a group hearing God’s voice from Heaven but writing it off as just thunder. I
talk more about these issues on this site’s writing on miracles. I will also hit this area in an
article to come on God’s hiddenness.

It can also be noted that a strong relationship with God may come easier when a person
exercises faith without the miraculous. Jesus told Doubting Thomas that he would have been
more blessed if he had believed without seeing the latest miracle (John 20:24-29).

No matter how faith develops, it can open up a deeper relationship with God (see the section on
how to become a born again Christian).

Postscript. After someone comes to God in faith, God will often give subjective experiences that
confirm faith. These can be dramatic or simple (like changing one’s attitudes). I will write more
on experiences in another site section. These post-faith experiences are called rewards in
Hebrews 11:6: “And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to
him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.”



