The Hiddenness of God Objection (Why Isn’t God’s Existence Just Made Obvious?)

[image: ]This website presents evidences for believing in the God of the Bible. Yet, you may be asking: “Why do we even need to look for all that evidence stuff? Why can’t God just appear in some obvious way?” If you are asking this question, I get it. When I was in college. I went outside one day and told God that I wanted an obvious revelation. I tried a few techniques that were supposed to open the door for God’s impressive arrival, but I went back to my room disappointed. I thought: “Why can’t God just appear to me in a way that ends all doubt?”

According to the Bible, God can give powerful demonstrations. However, in the Bible, most of these were directed to people who already believed in God (though some, like the apostle Paul, needed correction on their ideas about God). There can be exceptions to this general pattern. For instance, I have heard stories of vivid visions or dreams of Jesus happening to people in counties that repress Christianity. Even so, the Bible and observation suggest strongly that the Biblical God doesn’t usually give dramatic demonstrations to people lacking belief. 

Why is this true? To address this issue, I offer the following responses:
A. Such revelations could cause more harm than good in many people.
B. The Bible does describe a time where indisputable demonstrations occurred repetitively, but this didn’t bring most of the witnesses closer to God.
C. Personal revelations of God can occur more often after faith is expressed.

A. Such revelations could cause more harm than good in many people. What would happen if a person resistant to God saw a great appearance of the Divine Being? It may force a grudging belief without a heart to follow God. That could make a person feel more angry than joyful. 

Alternatively, such an experience can produce a stubborn resistance to belief no matter how great the revelation. The Bible presents this in John 12:28-31. A voice came out of the sky from God the Father endorsing Jesus. Some mistook it for the voice of an angel, though at least they were on the right track. In contrast, some religious leaders said it was just thunder. These people had too much status to lose if Jesus was who he claimed to be. Thus, they were closed to any revelation of Jesus as divine. A similar type of resistance is portrayed in John 12:37, 42-43: “Even after Jesus had performed so many signs in their presence, they still would not believe in him… Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in him. But because of the Pharisees they would not openly acknowledge their faith for fear they would be put out of the synagogue; for they loved human praise more than praise from God.”

The Bible also records Jesus telling a parable called The Rich Man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31). These two men die; Lazarus goes to Heaven and the rich man goes to Hell. The rich man asks if someone could return from the dead and warn his brothers about Hell. The man is told that if his bothers are not convicted by the Old Testament Bible, they won’t be persuaded by a miraculous return of someone from the dead. This parable reenforces the idea that a closed heart can negate recognition of any miraculous move of God.

Such refusal to believe in an obvious demonstration of God can bring greater judgement on a person. This is illustrated in John’s Gospel chapter 9. Some religious leaders called the Pharisees had power and position that was threatened by Jesus. They had heard that Jesus had given sight to a man born blind. The Pharisees tried to see if the story was true. Basically, they said let’s see this dramatic move of God. Well, they met the person and heard his parents confirm the story. Yet, they refused to believe. Shortly after this, Jesus said that he came to bring sight to the blind and cause those who can see to become blind. That statement evoked this reaction: “Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, ‘What? Are we blind too?’ Jesus said, ‘If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.” 

So, if God withholds dramatic demonstrations to a person with no desire to follow God, it could be an act of mercy. The withholding can prevent forced belief or severe judgement.
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]B. A Biblical Time That Did Show Obvious Demonstrations of God. According to the Bible, for one sustained period in history, God gave very obvious indications to a group of people. This was described in the Book of Exodus and continued into part of the Book of Joshua. Here, the Hebrew people were led out of captivity and got prepared to take possession of the Promised Land. Some examples of God’s obvious revelations were:
· Sending plagues on Egypt
· Parting the sea during the time of Moses’ leadership
· Parting a raging river in flood stage during the time of  
                    Joshua’s leadership
· Providing drinking water from rocks and food (manna) from the sky
· Showing thunder, lightning and smoke on a mountain
· Using pillars of clouds and fire to lead the people as to where to go

So, did a repeated assurance of God’s absolute existence and power cause everyone there to have a great relationship with God? Actually, the Bible says that many problems arose. For example:
· The people grumbled because they wanted God to provide in “better” ways
· Most of the people didn’t want God’s strong presence because it was too scary
· People disobeyed God
· Despite seeing God’s power, most of the people were afraid to go possess the promised land (which made God delay possession until a new generation arose)
· Internal conflicts and jealousies occurred
· When Moses was gone for awhile, the people built a golden calf idol

Thus, according to the Bible, this period of history illustrates that obvious dramatic demonstrations of God don’t always make everything better for people. In fact, things can be worse because as Luke 12:48 says, “But the one who does not know and does things deserving punishment will be beaten with few blows. From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.” Many times, we just can’t handle any more revelation than what we have been given. One part of Exodus (33:3-5) reads this way: “Go up to the land flowing with milk and honey. But I will not go with you, because you are a stiff-necked people and I might destroy you on the way. When the people heard these distressing words, they began to mourn and no one put on any ornaments. For the Lord had said to Moses, ‘Tell the Israelites, ‘You are a stiff-necked people. If I were to go with you even for a moment, I might destroy you.”  

So, during this time, God had a job for the Hebrews to do and gave dramatic helps to get it done. The downside was that orders were strict with severe penalties for disobedience. This is why the laws and punishments in the Old Testament Torah section come across as really harsh. This was a little like being a modern military combat person. The orders are clear and no tolerance is given if the orders aren’t followed. So, as noted above, God withholding dramatic manifestations can sometimes be an act of mercy.

C. The Bible teaches that faith and obedience can bring revelations of God. From what I have seen in the Bible and in life, revelations of God occur more often after a faith commitment than before. It seems like it’s not a case of “show me and I’ll believe,” but more like God saying “believe and I’ll show you.”

It seems that God is willing to give revelations to believers who approach God by faith. The Bible puts it this way: “And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him” (Hebrews 11:6). Such subjective experiences may not always convince skeptics, but they can contribute to a Christian’s assurance of her or his belief. These revelations also encourage people to keep walking with God, and can aid in decision making, and can help a person live the Christian life including service to others. 

I list below some examples of the Bible telling us to expect experiences and revelations of God. I think that most people read right over these verses because they lack details on what the experiences feel like or how they work. However, the promises can blow one’s mind if taken seriously. Examples are as follows:
The words of Jesus: “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever-the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you (John 14:16)…..Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.’ Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, ‘But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the world?’ Jesus replied, ‘Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them” (John 14:21-23).
The words of Jesus: “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me” (Revelation 3:20).
The Apostle Paul’s writing: “I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God” (Ephesians 3:16-19). 
The Apostle Paul’s writing: “The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children” (Romans 8:16).
The Apostle Paul’s writing: “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him’—these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit” (1 Corinthians 2:9-10).
The Bible book of Acts quoting from the Bible book of Joel: “In the last days [the time after the messiah Jesus has come], God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy [receive inspired messages], your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy” (Acts 2:17-18 with my bracketed insertions).
Writing from James, the brother of Jesus: “Come near to God and he will come near to you, Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.” (James 4:8).
The words of King David: “One thing I ask from the Lord, this only do I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze on the beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his temple” (Psalm 27:4).

So, how do we get such experiences of God? Look at what is said in the above verses:
· Have faith
· Obey God’s commands
· Have a whole hearted commitment to God
· ASK for these experiences!!!!

Now, here are a few words of caution. The Bible does not spell out what these experiences feel and look like. Based on what I see in the Bible, these can take dramatic turns or take a more quiet tone. Thus, you can miss these experiences if they present in the quiet ways (like a heightened desire to serve God and others; or, a sense of assurance that God has plans even when life frustrates us). Another caution is that you don’t want to just become a spiritual thrill seeker. It’s OK to want to be excited about God, but thrills only for thrills’ sake does not reflect a desire for a real relationship with God. Another issue has to do with obedience bringing on revelation. We don’t come into a relationship with God by our good actions (see this blog’s writing on how to become a born again Christian). We come into a relationship with God as a free gift. However, we grow in that relationship in part by obedience. This happens not through our strength, but by the power of God working as the Holy Spirit within us.

Lastly, don’t expect to have a spiritual high from God’s moving or big revelations all the time. Many renowned Biblical characters went through emotional valleys and periods where they were frustrated and weren’t sure what to do. Even the apostle Paul, who had unusually strong experiences of God, just went through the mundane aspects of life. For awhile, he constructed tents to make a living and he sometimes made decisions just based on practicalities. Our faith needs to be steady even without constant surges of strongly felt moves of God. The long periods where we feel a little in the dark constitute part of a Christian’s walk with God.

Summary. God doesn’t usually provide skeptics with obvious revelations. Such revelations could actually cause difficulties in many people. On the other hand, post conversion experiences of God can confirm a person’s faith and deepen a relationship with God.
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